May 14, 2008

Kathleen M. Hallihan, Ph.D.
Director, Curriculum and Assessment
Colleges of the Arts and Sciences
 4132 Smith Laboratory
The Ohio State University
174 W. 18th Ave.
Columbus, OH 43210

Dear Dr. Hallihan:

The Department of Women’s Studies would like to respond to the letter from the Department of Economics concerning WS524 Women and Work, and their lack of concurrence for the course as a GEC in the Social Science, Individuals and Groups category.  We note the thought and care with which Economics reviewed the course; however, we respectfully disagree with their critique.  What is up for a decision is whether this course meets the criteria as a social science course and at a level sufficient to be in the Social Science GEC category.  This is not a new course; it has been on our books for about 10 years, and it was originally developed by a sociologist on our faculty. It is currently taught by a geographer on our faculty, with a joint appointment in the College of Social and Behavioral Sciences. 
The specific content in the course is a matter of academic freedom. It is not for Economics to determine what proportion of the content focuses on which occupations. Moreover, the course goes beyond the US economy, which is the focus of Economics’ critique. We believe that the course meets the objectives for Social Science: individuals and Groups, ie., understand human behavior and cognition and structures in human societies, cultures and institutions; theories and methods of scientific inquiry, comprehend human differences and similarities in various psychological, social, cultural, economic, geographic, and political contexts; and comprehend and assess individual and social values and recognize their importance in social problem solving and policy making. 
We would like to move forward with the approval of WS524 in the GEC, Social Science: Individuals and Groups category. Please contact me directly if you need more information. 
Sincerely,

Linda A. Bernhard

Associate Professor and

Undergraduate Studies Chairperson

